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Festival times and locations at
a glance, everyone welcome!

FESTIVAL DAY ONE | SAT 27 Sept | Mandurah
Presented by RayWhite.

[T

8.30am onwards
Watch the artists painting around Mandurah

11.00am - 3.00pm

Young Painters Zone Mandjar Square

Free art activities for all the family

Painting Demonstration, Workshop & Theatre Presentation

6.00 - 8.00pm (inside)

Mandurah Performing Arts Centre, 9 Ormsby Terrace
FESTIVAL DAY TWO | SUN 28 Sept | Pinjarra
10.00am - 4.00pm

Edenvale Heritage Precinct, George Street, Pinjarra
6.00pm onwards

Sharky’s at Dolphin Quay Marina, Mandurah

FESTIVAL DAY THREE | MON 29 Sept | Mandurah

10.00am - 1.00pm
Mandurah Performing Arts Centre,
9 Ormsby Terrace (outside)

1.30 - 3.00pm
Mandurah Performing Arts Centre, Scan the QR Code

b Terrace (ins/de) forthefulltlmetab.lej pf
9 Orms y events and free activities

Please note, all information in this program is correct at time of printing but may be subject to change.



A message from
Rhys Williams, Member for Mandurah

Rhys Williams,
Member for Mandurah

Kaya. Wandju.

Mandurah's stunning landscape once again becomes a living
canvas for Plein Air Down Under 2025. This festival celebrates
the vibrant connection between art, community, and the
natural world. We're honoured to welcome local, national, and
international artists, whose work brings our city's beauty to life.

A heartfelt thank you to the volunteers, sponsors, and artists
who make this event possible. We invite everyone to experience
the creative energy, workshops, and live painting that define this
unique festival.

Welcome to Mandurah and Plein Air Down Under 2025.

A message from
Mayor Caroline Knight

Mayor Caroline Knight

A warm welcome to Mandurah for the 2025 Plein Air
Down Under outdoor painting festival.

With Mandurah's immense natural beauty found throughout
coastlines, wetlands, bushland, and urban landscapes, you'l be
spoilt for choice when putting paint to canvas.

We're proud to have a strong, talented, and thriving artistic
community in Mandurah, who share stories and foster
meaningful connections to people and place.

We welcome all Plein Air artists from near and far into the fold
as they discover Mandurah's hidden gems and bring them to life
through art.

Thanks to the organisers, sponsors, and volunteers for your
efforts towards this year's Plein Air Down Under event.

We are excited to see many masterpieces being created this
year, celebrating Mandurah and telling unique stories as part of
Australia’s biggest outdoor painting festival.



Welcome to Plein Air Down Under 2025

Australia’s premier outdoor painting festival is a vibrant celebration of art in the open air.
Now in its seventh year, Plein Air Down Under continues to attract artists from far and wide;
here to paint the spectacular landscapes of Mandurah and the wider Peel region.

There is something powerful and authentic
about painting en plein air as artists capture
light, atmosphere, and a fleeting moment as it
unfolds. This festival honours that experience,
encouraging artists of all ages and skill levels to
immerse themselves in the landscape.

This year we welcome internationally

acclaimed Feature Artists Michele Usibelli

(USA), Aaron Schuerr (USA), and Leon Holmes
(AUS). Their artwork, along with thirteen other
award-winning artists, can be viewed in the Spirit
of the Landscape exhibition at the Mandurah
Performing Arts Centre until 12 October.

On Monday 29 September, don't miss the
Two-Hour Quick Draw. This high energy
competition results in spontaneous and dynamic
artwork, available for immediate purchase.

Safe Harbor - Michele Usibelli

Whether you are painting, watching, learning,
or simply strolling among the easels, you are
part of something special.

Our heartfelt thanks go to our generous
sponsors, passionate volunteers, Steering
Committee and the Mandurah Plein Air
Artists for making this festival a joyous
experience for everyone.

Most of all, thank you to the artists— your
curiosity, generosity and love of outdoor
painting are the heart and soul of this festival.

Barb Thoms
Co-Founder, Mandurah Plein Air Artists Inc
Co-Founder, Plein Air Down Under




This year features spectacular Exhibition dates:
artworks by 16 award-winning 6 September tO

plein air artists from around

Australia and beyond. 1 2 OctOber 2025

ALCOA MANDURAH ART GALLERY,
Mandurah Performing Arts Centre
9 Ormsby Terrace, Mandurah.

The exhibition celebrates the
diverse landscapes, communities
and topographies that inspire
their work.

Other exhibiting artists include:
Among the featured artists are Andy Dolphin, Bob Saxon,
renowned international talents Deborah Zibah, Gordon Alexander,
Michele Usibelli (USA), James Walker, Jo Wesley, John Bullock,
Aaron Schuerr (USA) and Leanne Pearson, Linda MacAulay,
Merv Lindsay, Samuel Swadling,
Val Brooks and Vicki Lee.

Proudly mnnun.m
presented by ART GALLERY

YOU CAN STILL REGISTER TO PAINT AT PLEIN AIR DOWN UNDER

and be eligible for over $13,000 in awards, exhibitions and selling opportunities.

Leon Holmes (Australia).

MANDURAH
PERFORMING
ARTS CENTRE

E Register for the Quick Draw

full event 23 - 30 (Monday only):
September $20 for adults,
2 $120.50 for adults; $10 aged 18

$10 aged 18 and under.

and under.




Feature Artists

Presenting

Michele Usibelli

Feature Artist & Masterclass facilitator

Michele Usibelli (USA) began her artistic journey rooted in the
Russian Impressionist tradition, focusing on light and colour through
expressive loose brush strokes. Her work spans genres from still life,
landscapes to cityscapes and figurative pieces.

Working primarily in oils, Michele also explores
acrylics, gouache and watercolour.

Michele's Masterclasses filled quickly but she
will be demonstrating her techniques and
encouraging creative licence during her
theatre presentation, see below.

First Cast - Michele Usibelli

From Reference Photo to Final Painting,
SPECIAL EVENT Making a Painting Your Own
presented by | Saturday 27 September, To register,
mrﬁ.mﬂ Scan the QR Code

the Mandurah | 3 - 5pm, Mandurah
Arts Festival Performing Arts Centre, weamll c\eryone welcome
Fishtrap Theatre aonor. [




Presenting
Aaron Schuerr
Feature Artist & Masterclass facilitator

Aaron Schuerr (USA) is an internationally recognised plein air
artist who works in pastels and oils.

Aaron has embarked on solo plein air
painting treks across the Grand Canyon,
over the Beartooth Mountains, and
deep into the alpine wilderness areas of
Montana and Colorado.

He also makes regular trips to the coast,
painting and teaching workshops in Maui
and along the California coast.

Afternoon Glaire - Aaron Schuerr

Aaron was awarded Best Pastel for the 2022
Plein Air Salon and has won numerous
awards for the Laguna Beach Plein Air
Painting Invitational, including The Seascape
Award in 2023.

He has been interviewed on The Kelly
Clarkson Show about his plein air paintings
and frequently contributes to a range of
publications including Western Art and
Architecture and PleinAir magazine.

Aaron will be doing a live pastel
demonstration, see below.

Mountain Rest - Aaron Schuerr

SPECIAL EVENT Live Pastel Demonstration
To register,
Scan the QR Code
everyone welcome

Saturday 27 September, 1 - 2.30pm
Mandurah Performing Arts Centre,
Fishtrap Theatre




Presenting

Leon Holmes
Feature Artist & Masterclass facilitator

Leon Holmes is an international award-winning artist,
lecturer and ambassador who is one of the most successful
professionals of his trade - Plein Air Oil Painting.

His artworks can reflect landscapes, seascapes
and portraits, but can also contain an abstract
value. Leon regularly exhibits and teaches
internationally in the USA, Netherlands, UK,
Greece and Poland.

Tender Reflections - Leon Holmes Washout - Leon Holmes

FREE EVENT
Oil Painting
Demonstrations,
en plein air

Mandurah

Saturday 27 September,
11.30am

Pinjarra
Sunday 28 September,
2.30pm

i
H Pk
Quokka Views - Leon Holmes




Watercolour
nd Oil Paints

For discerning artists wio
demaned the fichest quality
of materials, Michae!
Harding offers a range of
oil colonirs aned
weatercolonrs erounded in
tradition and refined
thronel decades of
craftsmanship.

Meade with the finest
pigments, MH Paints offer
unparalleled richness,
pernanence, dand
handling.




Plein Air Down Under is more than a festival
weekend, it is also an opportunity for professional
development with Masterclasses, Workshops,
Demonstrations and Presentations.

with Andy Dolphin

Friday 26 September 2025, 9am to 3pm

An Urban Sketch can stand alone as an artwork, be used in a visual travel journal
or as a plein air colour study for a larger painting. Andy will guide students through
analysing a scene, perspective and simplifying shapes.

Location: Mandurah Performing Arts Centre, Dance Studio and plein air

with Gordon Alexander

Friday 26 September 2025, 9am - 3pm

Includes classic watercolour techniques and some fun plein air exercises to simplify
the scene and play with values, edges, colour and composition. Explore the pitfalls
and solutions of using watercolour outdoors.

Location: Mandurah, en plein air (TBA)

with Aaron Schuerr (USA)

Wednesday 24 September 2025, 9am - 4pm

This workshop is all about discovery and experimenting with different compositions
to find an approach that feels exciting and personal, with a focus on colour
harmony and design.

Location: Ravenswood Hotel, plein air

with Linda MacAulay (Victoria)

Saturday 27 September 2025, 1- 5pm

Linda teaches using an easy to follow, step by step process suitable for beginners
or those with some painting experience. Make your own stay-wet palette and
learn how to use acrylics on the go.

Location: Mandurah Performing Arts Centre, Dance Studio and plein air



Free Feature
Artist Demo
Zone Timetable

Visit the Bendigo Bank Information
Marquee for exact locations.

Sunday 28 September,

Edenvale Heritage
Precinct, Pinjarra

Python Pool - Val Brooks

11.00am Aaron Schuerr (USA) Pastel Demonstration
1.00pm Michele Usibelli (USA) Gouache Demonstration
2.30pm Leon Holmes (Aus) Oil Painting Demonstration
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2025 Awards and Prizes

The 2025 Plein Air Down Under Painting Festival has over $13,000 in prizes and

awards spread over multiple categories.

Major Awards

$3,000 Ray White Mandurah
Acquisitional Award

$2,500 Open Category
presented by the City of Mandurah

$1,000 Non-professional Category
presented by Mandurah Holiday Rentals

$500 Open Category Runner-up
presented by Seashells Resort Mandurah

$350 in products, Non-Professional
Category Runner-up
presented by Senior Art Supplies

Highly Commended x 2
presented by Senior Art Supplies

Highly Commended x 2
presented by Michael Harding Paints

$500 People’s Choice Award,
Spirit of the Landscape Exhibition
presented by Community Bank Halls Head

$500 People’s Choice Award,
Festival Art Exhibition
presented by Community Bank Halls Head

$500 PADU Experience Peel Award

$1,500 Pinjarra Acquisitional Award
presented by the Shire of Murray

$50 Youth Award under 13
presented by Community Bank Halls Head

$100 Youth Award aged 13 - 18
presented by Community Bank Halls Head

$150 Gillian-Kaye Peebles
Youth Award for Excellence
presented by Gillian-Kaye Peebles

Quick Draw Awards

$500 Best in Show
presented by Mandurah Caravan &
Tourist Park

$350 in products, Best Oil Painting
presented by Michael Harding Paints

$350 in products,
Best Watercolour Painting
presented by Michael Harding Paints

$350 in products, Best Pastel Painting
presented by Senior Art Supplies

$350 in products,
Best Painting (other mediums)
presented by Senior Art Supplies

$50 Youth Award under 13
presented by Art & Craft World

$100 Youth Award aged 13 - 18
presented by Art & Craft World

The Maclean NSW - Bob Saxon



DAYO N E MANDURAH

Presented by Eﬂ}'Whle
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Painting Zones Mandurah

General painting 8.30 onwards

Bendigo Bank
Q Marquee and
Around Mandurah’s CBD, Cultural Precinct, new Eastern

Foreshore, Marina and Venetian Canals.

Festival hub.
Free parking (time limits may apply)
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Activities

Outside Mandurah
Performing Arts Centre

From 8.30am onwards:

Sign in and board stamping for
registered artists

+ Artists Coffee cart, courtesy
Ray White Mandurah

* Leon Holmes Products :
shop open

* Watch artists painting around
the CBD, Cultural Precinct,
new Eastern Foreshore,
Marina and Venetian Canals

11am - 3pm

Young Painters Zone:
Free art activities all ages

+ Ray White Mandurah children’s
art activity & face painting

* Junior Painting Activity presented

by the Mandurah Arts Festival
+ Bendigo Bank children’s
art activity
+ Have-a-Go Watercolour Activity

Saturday

27

September

Inside Mandurah Performing
Arts Centre, Fishtrap Theatre
Workshops & Presentations

1pm Pastel Painting
Demonstration with

Aaron Schuerr (USA)

3pm From Reference Photo
to Final Painting with
Michele Usibelli (USA)

6pm onwards

Bar open with food available for
registered artists, with compliments
Ray White Mandurah

Meet the artists and watch the
exhibition grow

Spirit of the Landscape Exhibition,
Alcoa Mandurah Art Gallery

Ray White Mandurah Door prize

6.30pm

Feature Artist Panel Discussion

for grown-ups with Xanthe Turner
+ Live music with Best Friends Duo

Clouds over the Dune - Val Brooks



DAY TWO PINJARRA

Painting Zones Pinjarra

General painting from 10.00am:
Artists will be painting along the Pinjarra Heritage Trail

Pick up a free map from the Bendigo Bank Marquee and follow the trail

.o Bendigo Bank Marquee
‘ General painting from 10am and Festival Hub

Heritage Trail Key

Edenvale Homestead
Gilmour's Garage
Copper Kettle
Mechanics' Hall
Trinity Church
Roads Board Office
Court House

Post Office
Suspension Bridge
Exchange Hotel
Taylor's Store

Miss Adam’s House
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Sunday

FREE Activities 2 8

September

From 10.00am: Bendigo Bank Information Marquee
Edenvale Heritage Precinct and Town Centre, Pinjarra

10.00am onwards

e Watch the artists painting along the
Pinjarra Heritage Trail

e Have-a-Go watercolour activity for
grown-ups with Xanthe Turner

e Children's art activity

e Live music with Best Friends Duo

e Peel Makers Markets

e Nu.Arts Collective at Liveringa Gallery

e Roger May Machinery Museum

e Pinjarra Patchwork and Quilters

e Murray Districts Historical Society

e Pinjarra Arts Hub Shop

11.00am Aaron Schuerr (USA)
Free Pastel Demonstration

1.00pm  Michele Usibelli (USA)
Free Gouache
Demonstration

2.30pm  Leon Holmes (Aus)
Free QOil Painting
Demonstration

From 6.00pm onwards
Artists meet at Sharky’s -
Dolphin Quay Marina,
Mandurah

Summer at the beach - Bob Saxon



DAY THREE oumas

Painting Zones Mandurah
‘ Quick Draw two hour painting Ssg?eg;isjglnﬁul\garquee

Competition
From 10am to 12pm
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Activities

Mandjar Square,
Ormsby Terrace

8.00am onwards
+ Coffee van and breakfast
van on site

8.30am - 9.30am

* Quick Draw
Registration and
board stamping
Bendigo Bank Marquee

10.00am -12 noon
* Two Hour Quick Draw
Painting Competition

12.15pm - 1.00pm:
* Quick Draw Judging,
Awards and Sales

Coastal Abundance - Aaron Schuerr

29

September

Mandurah Performing
Arts Centre

1.30pm

+ Festival Art Exhibition Opens

+ Major Awards Presentations

+ Artwork sales

+ Door prize by Mandurah
Performing Arts Centre

il =

The Restless Sea - John Bullock




What's ON
AT ManPAC!

Experionce tho wondar of five
theatre, music, ond the orts ot
Mondurah Performing Arts
Centre. From captivating
parformances to unforgettoble
moments — there's somathing
for everyone to enjoy.
Mandurah Perf
Book your seats now ot
3l monpec.com.oy or call the Box
" Office and create your own
ManPAC memory,

LN SENIOR ARTEE™

da_lfim-i Williamsburg

Proudly supporting artists Australia wide

We have an extensive range and offer FREE Express shipping® ;‘;._E;
WINSOR

S0OME OF OUR BRANDS MEw R

o
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Feature Artists are exempt from all
M e e t t h e J u d g e S ~ competitions and awards with the
exception of the People’s Choice -
Awards, judged by the general public.

Experience Peel Paint
Out Award:
Participating artists to vote

Ray White Mandurah
Acquisitional Award:
Ray White Mandurah Team

Quick Draw Awards:
Leon Holmes, Michele Usibelli,
Aaron Schuerr and Heloise Lorimer

Major Awards:
Michele Usibelli and Aaron Schuerr

Youth Awards
Gillian-Kaye Peebles and Xanthe Turner

Pinjarra Acquisitional Award:
Shire President, Shire of Murray

Insta Photo
_.@ Contest

Get creative!

Take a photo or video during any
Plein Air Down Under activity
between 23 & 30 September

@ Follow us @pleinairdownunder

Post your photos and/or reels
to your Instagram page by 2 Oct
with the hashtag #PADU2025

The organising committee’s top 3 posts
will open to a public poll on 6 October.
The posts with the most votes wins a
$200 voucher from Terrace Art Framers.

Insta Contest Winner 2024



HAHDURAK

HOLIDAY
RENTALS

DISCOV-ER“Y:@UR"*—} et
PERFECT.GETAWAY IN— =+
MANDURAH!

Mandurah Holiday Rentals
is the proud accommodation partner of

Plein Air Down Under!

Rentals Available Throughout Mandurah

Options for Every Budget: From Cozy to Luxury

Choose from Owver 40+ Fully Furnished Properties

Mandurah's Largest Holiday & Short-Term Accommodation Provider

BOOK YOUR STAY TODAY
AND EXPERIENCE THE BEST OF MANDURAH!

ﬁfManduruhHofiduvRentqls
MandurahHolidayRentals.com.au

00429 996 389 ° Reception@MandurahHolidayRentals.com.au
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Plein Air Down Under is a not- Xanthe Turner, with support from the Mandurah Plein Air
for-profit event made possible Artists Inc.

through our sponsors, dedicated ~ Website Management: Alan Pickering
volunteers, project coordinators Exhibition Curator: Lotte Waters

d L d q Cover Image: Painting of Leon Holmes by Judith Rigter
Cll pamC|pantS' cll We‘ exten Photography & Videography 2025: Overland Media
our sincere thanks to all involved. Festival Program: Darren Willans

2025 PLATINUM SPONSORS
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CITY OF
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Shire of Murray

2025 SILVER SPONSORS
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2025 BRONZE SPONSORS

Gillian Kaye
Peebles




Community Bank®Halls Head . |

Supporting your community

Proudly supporting the Plein Air Down
Under Outdoor Painting Festival

When you choose to bank with Bendigo Bank, good
things happen in your community,

Find out more. Call 9584 1399 or search Bendigo Bank Halls Head.

o Pole a7aig ' das 8iTe
DencEgQOOanE.COmLoLL

B Bendigo Bank

Banelige and Adalivels Bank Limied ABN 11 055 G 173, AFSL\Wustralion Crodt Liceace JITETD A3SE139, DUT_J2436055, 1102003




Mmilura:h
Caravan &
Tonris:t.Pal'k

Proud Supporters

Stay With Us
+61 8 9535 1171
“A Plein Air Down Under’
' 20% Discount




Plein Air Down Under Exhibition

official A selection of artworks painted during the
Opening, Awards Plein Air Down Under festival including Major

Presentations Award and Quick Draw winners
and Sales

FOYER GALLERY
Everyone welcome Mandurah Performing Arts Centre

ST o ceprember to 12 October 2025
1.30pm P

MANDURAH
HI.NEH.IMH PERFORMING
ART GALLERY ARTS CENTRE

Proudly
presented

Golden Days - Michele Usibelli Ephemeral Elements - Linda MacAulay
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PAINTING the B
COMPETITION
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ahdjar Square and,
walk Precinct,
- rmsby Terrace §

This high energy two-hour . . o
competition is one of the highlights Registration and Sign-in:
of Plein Air Down Under's three-day ~ 8-30am to 9.30am at the
festival program. Together, artists Bendigo Bank Marquee

and spectators are immersed in the Painting Competition: 10am - 12 noon
creative process. Judging, Awards and Sales: from 12.30pm

Smell the wet paint and get caught $20 adults, $10 aged 18 and under.
up in the excitement of watching art All ages welcome.

come to life before your eyes! Meet

the artists and purchase an original Would you like to take part?

artwork, direct from their easel. Pre-register online or pay on the day.

Mandurah Plein Air Artists

The Mandurah Plein Air Artists
invite you to paint with them on

Tuesday mornings, somewhere in
the great outdoors. All skill levels,
mediums and ages - simply a group
of friendly, like-minded people who
enjoy painting the landscape.

Check Facebook for
weekly paint out
locations.

www.mandurahpleinair.com
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From selling and buying, to renting
and supporting community events,
we're here to help.

Speak to our team today.

Ray White Mandurah
2/32 Pinjarra Road
Mandurah WA 6210
08 9511 4700

raywhitemandurah.com.au



